
 
 

Men’s Terms of Competition - Galway Golf Club 
The Committee has laid down the following conditions under which club competitions are to be played. These conditions 
have been approved by the Men’s Club. 
 
1)  Rules of Golf  

1.1 All Competitions will be run in accordance with the R & A Rules of Golf and Club Bye-Laws.  
Local Rules as made and published on the scorecard shall apply to all. 

 
2) Eligibility 

1.1 All male members of the club holding a valid WHS Handicap Index are eligible to compete in competitions 
subject to any published restrictions (The Committee may waive restrictions in certain circumstances). 

 
3)  Method/Conditions of Entry 

3.1 Tee time booking for a competition is by electronic timesheet. Any name on the timesheet at 6pm on the day 
prior to play will be charged the entry fee for the competition. 

3.2 Entry to the competition is by computer sign-in or by using the Players mobile device before the player tees off 
on the first hole.  

3.3   The Players competition entry fee must be paid before play,  i.e. your name must appear on the electronic 
timesheet. 

 
4)  Times of Starting and Groups  

4.1 Players are deemed to have accepted a starting time when their name has been entered on the electronic 
timesheet. 

 
5) Time Sheets  

5.1  When time sheets are in operation, players:  
1. may reserve only one line, (i.e. a maximum of four name slots). 
2. may not have the word “Guest” or numbers displayed, (names only to be used). Exception: Opens, Semi-

Opens & Invitations. 
3. shall not play unless they have an allocated time slot (i.e. may not cut in between groups). 

 
5.2   Reserving  a tee time is a commitment to play with or mark for the other players at that time slot.  

Failure to notify your opposition/partners, without reasonable explanation, will allow them the right to report a 
breach of this term to the Committee for disciplinary action. 
Please note:  
If the course is closed for part of the day, the time sheet stands from when the course is deemed open. Players 
who were unable to play at the tee times entered on the electronic timesheet due to course closure may 
change to other times on the timesheet, if available. 

 
 
6)  Match Play  

6.1 The conditions under which Club match Play Competitions are to be played shall be laid down by the 
Committee and displayed beside the draw sheets. 

 
7)  Handicapping Rules and Allowances 

7.1 In all club competitions, including Semi-Open and Open competitions, as organised by the committee, the only 
handicaps acceptable and recognised for prize eligibility, shall be for players of affiliated golf clubs. 

7.2 Match Play Allowances:  
Singles:   Full difference between the course handicaps of the players.  
Fourball Better Ball:  Back marker to concede strokes to the other three players based on 90% of the difference 

between the course handicaps.  
Stroke Play Allowances: (Stableford, V-par, Stroke): 
Singles:  95% of the players course handicap. 
Fourball Better Ball:  Each partner receives 85% of their course handicap. 



 
8)  Teeing Grounds 

8.1  The competition tees are those as indicated at the 1st tee. 
8.2  The stipulated round commences from the 1st tee and consists of playing the holes of the course in the    

sequence prescribed by the Committee, unless otherwise authorised by them. 
 
9) Etiquette 

9.1  Competitors playing in an Inter-Club or Club Championship Match should, if practical, be extended the courtesy 
of being called through a slower group. 

9.2 Players in a Club competition shall have priority over players who are not competing. 
9.3 The maximum grouping allowed is four players, unless otherwise authorised by the Committee. 

 
10) Pace of Play/Suspension of Play 

10.1 Groups shall play without delay in accordance with the pace of play guidelines as laid down by the Club. 
10.2 Players are expected to keep their place on the course by avoiding slow play - (Your place on the Course is 

immediately behind the group ahead and not immediately in front of the following group). Players are 
expected to follow the direction of the Course Ranger at all times. 

10.3 If a group fails to keep its place on the course and loses more than one clear hole on the players in front, it 
should invite the group following to pass. 

10.4 The Men’s Committee, General Manager, Club Professional or Green Keeper only have the authority to  
suspend  play. If Play is suspended due to a dangerous situation, e.g. lightning, play must be discontinued 
immediately. Players may mark the position of their ball pending possible re-commencing of play. The signal for 
suspending play due to a Dangerous situation will be a prolonged note of a siren. 

 
11) Scorecards/Return of Scorecards 

11.1 All cards complete or not must be returned (See separate notice re Club Non-Returns Policy)  
 
For clarity, players are requested to:- 

1. Add up their scores or Stableford points on their score card in a clear and legible manner. 
2. Enter scores into the computer and confirm that the score has been submitted.  
3. Place scorecard in the score-card box, only then is it deemed to be returned.  

11.2 In the absence of the Committee issuing score cards containing the date and competitors name, all competitors 
are requested, by the Committee to date and name their own cards. 

 
12) Disputes and Rules of Golf 

12.1 Any dispute or doubtful point on the Rules shall be referred to the Competition Committee, as soon as possible, 
whose decision shall be final. 

 
13)  Decision on Ties  

13.1 The manner in which Ties are decided will be by matching the tied score cards to determine the winner based 
on count-back, as follows: 

  
9 Hole Competition:  Decide on last 6, 3, 1. If still a tie, decide on last 8, 7, 6 etc.  

If still a tie decide by lot.  
18 Hole Competition:  Decide on last 9, 6, 3, 1 holes. If still a tie, decide on the last 3, 6, 7, 8 of the first 9 

holes. If still a tie decide by lot. 
14 Hole Competition:  Decide using the same method as above for 18 Hole Competition with no scores 

recorded for the four holes out of play on the day.   
 

 
14) Presentation of Prizes 

14.1 Players are expected to turn up for prize-presentations as a courtesy to our Officers and our Sponsors, whose 
generosity is much appreciated. If in exceptional circumstances a person is unable to be present to receive a 
prize, the player may have a representative collect the prize in their place. Prizes not collected will be retained 
by the Men’s Committee and used at their discretion. 

 
 

 
15) Prize Structure 

15.1 The number and value of prizes shall be determined by the committee. 
15.2 Less than 50 returned cards will result in the cancellation of the competition.  



 
16) Close of Competitions 

16.1 Scorecards for all competitions must be returned within 20 minutes of all groups in the competition having 
completed their final hole.  

 
17) General Conditions 

17.1 The Committee reserves the right to:  
1. Alter the published competition or conditions of same if it is deemed necessary. 
2. Cancel a competition due to insufficient entries or to postpone or abandon it at any stage in Exceptional 

circumstances, if the Committee so decides. 
 
18) Captain’s Prize, President’s Prize 

18.1 1st prize in these competitions may only be won by a Full Ordinary, Honorary or Long Service Member who has  
returned three cards in prior qualifying Galway Golf Club competitions since the start of the year. 

18.2 Separate additional terms of competition may be published for the Captains & Presidents Prize. 
 
19) Use of a Buggy  

19.1 Use of a buggy is permitted only when they are allowed on the course. No Medical Certificate is required. 
 
20) Practice Ground 

20.1 The practice area left of the 10th hole (within the bounds of the course) may be used by players for practice on 
any day of competition. Practice is only permitted from the area of play designated and in the direction of the 
target greens. 

 
21) Junior Members Competition Playing Rights with WHS and BRS Booking Rights  

21.1 Junior Members with a WHS of 19.9 or less may enter and compete in Mens Club Competitions, however they 
are restricted from winning 1st prize in the Captains & Presidents Prize. These Junior Members also have full 
access to book a competition time and there are no restrictions on who they can play with i.e. they can play 
with fellow Junior Members who also have a WHS of 19.9 or less. 

21.2 Junior Members with a WHS range of 20.0 to 24.9 may enter and compete in Mens Club Competitions, 
however they are restricted from winning 1st prize in all events. These Junior members can only play after 1pm 
on competition days and must book their slot through the pro shop.  

21.3 Junior Members with a WHS of 25.0 or above are not permitted to play in Mens Club Competitions.  
21.4 Junior Members are not permitted to enter the Bobby Molloy Cup. 
 

 
*Junior members with a WHS are not subject to the above restrictions if playing an Open Competition in Galway 

Golf Club. 
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